Vol. 69, No. 2 
Sept. 19, 
2007 


8 Features 
Hankering for hot dogs leads to 


a journey of discovery 


Jasmin Pastrana photo 


One of the many vacant rooms that once housed businesses in the In Town Mall 
are now scattered with debris, asbestos and other environmental concerns. 


Student success made priority 


NECC participates in 
Achieving the Dream 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


NECC has been selected as one of 
the four community colleges in 
Massachusetts to participate in the 
Achieving the Dream Initiative which 
hopes to boost student success rates 
throughout the country. NECC 
President David Hartleb announced 
during a meeting on Sept. 17 that Lane 
Glenn, vice president of academic 
affairs, will serve as the NECC team 
leader of the program. 

Achieving the Dream will pro- 
vide NECC with the support to imple- 
ment strategies designed to help more 
students — particularly students of 
color and low-income students — earn 
degrees, complete certificates or 
transfer to other institutions to contin- 
ue their studies. It emphasizes build- 
ing a culture of evidence, in which 
colleges use data to identify effective 
practices, improve student success 
rates and close achievement gaps. 

NECC will receive a $50,000 grant 
from Lumina Foundation for Education 
to plan and launch Achieving the 
Dream on campus this year, and will 
then become eligible for an implanta- 


tion growth worth up to $400,000 over 
four years from the Lloyd G. Balfour 
Foundation, The Boston Foundation, 
TERI, and The Irene E. & George A. 
Davis Foundation. é 

“We really wanted to do some- 
thing that would enhance and help 
with student success. We found out 
about Achieving the Dream and 
wanted to get Mass. involved,” said 
Laura Sitterly, program officer at the 
Lloyd G. Balfour Foundation. 

Currently there are 15 states 
involved in the program including 83 
colleges and universities, four of 
which are from Massachusetts: 
Bunker Hill, Roxbury, Springfield and 
now NECC. 

Community colleges used to be 
judged on enrollment growth and pro- 
gram growth. Now they are judged on 
the basis of student success, such as how 
many students graduate with degrees or 
certificates and are transferring success- 
fully to four-year institutions. - 

Hartleb announced. that NECC 
has a graduation rate of 16 percent, 
which is below the state average of 
18 percent. The overall course com- 
pletion rate is 73 percent, also below 
that state average for community col- 
leges at 76 percent. 

According to Achieving the 
Dream coach Jim Tschechtelin, com- 
munity colleges are an American 
invention. However, they have a prob- 


lem with student degree success, espe- 
cially with low-income students and 
students of color. 

“Our nation cannot be successful 
unless the whole workforce is pro- 
ductive. It’s not good economics and 
not good human development. In 
response to this problem, we have 
created the Achieving the Dream pro- 
gram,” Tschechtelin said. 

According to NECC President 
David Hartleb, there are five. main 
goals for student success: 
Successfully complete developmental 
courses and programs and credit bear- 
ing courses; enroll in and complete 
gatekeeper courses; complete courses 
with a grade of C or higher; re-enroll 
from one semester to the next; and 
earn degrees and certificates. 

“There are things we need to 
specifically work on to achieve this 
goal but I believe we have a huge 
head start because of the initiatives 
we've had in the past,” Hartleb said. 

Some teachers expressed concern 
at the meeting regarding the way stu- 
dent success is measured, since not 
all students graduate but are them- 
selves success stories. 

“As a state and nationally we 
need to expand the definition of stu- 
dent success. It’s not all about gradu- 
ation,” said Francesca B. Purcell, 
Ph.D., director for academic policy 
of Board of Higher Education. 


get creative with an 
ume of tug of war 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


New campus 
faces delays 


Environmental and 
electrical issues 


prevent title transfer 


By JASMIN PASTRANA 
News Editor 


Last September, NECC faced 
delays when an asbestos problem 
prevented the college from receiving 
the title to the In Town Mall building, 
the future site of the Lawrence cam- 
pus extension. A year later, the title 
still has not been transferred to the 
college because of another problem: 
a switching station that controls a 
large portion of the lights in down- 
town Lawrence is located in the base- 
ment of the building. 

However, the current condition of 
the building, which occupies 381 to 414 
Common St. in Lawrence, will also fur- 
ther extend the timeline of the project, 
according to President David Hartleb. 

“The current building is not a 
sound building and it's also very ugly. 
There may be some environmental 
issues and we're having a consulting 
company help us identify whether 
there really are environmental issues 


= 
The current 
building is nota 
sound building) 
and it’s also 
very ugly. 


- David Hartleb 


or not,” Hartleb said. 

The basement and first floor of 
the building has asbestos. In addition, 
the building has a history of sewer 
problems and the basement is cur- 
rently polluted with sewage. A recent 
tour of the building revealed open 
barrels of restaurant grease from pre- 
vious tenants and water damage. 

“We're not going to take title until 
the environmental issues are under- 
stood and resolved,” Hartleb said. 

According to Hartleb, the envi- 
ronmental issues need to be 
addressed before NECC can continue 


See Title page 7 
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“Professor Wacky” walked on stilts, making bal- 
loon animals and putting smiles on students’ 


faces for the first day of school. | 
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Groups a valua 
part of college life | 


Four years ago Northern 
Essex began the process of plan- 
ning to expand the Lawrence 
campus by turning the In Town 
Mall into a new Allied Health and 
Technology Center. As of right 
now, the $20 million project has 
reached a standstill. Northern 
Essex has been unable to obtain 
the title of the building as a result 
of potentially severe environmen- 
tal issues. 

With all the time that has 
passed and what seems to be so 
little progress, one might ask, 
would it have been more efficient 
all around to pursue a building in 
which construction could have 
begun immediately and comple- 
tion could be seen in the’ near 
future? 
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Northern Essex has recently 
hired an environmental consult- 
ing company to determine the 
extent of the environmental 
issues, possibly costing the col- 
lege to invest even more money 
into a building that seems to be 
deteriorating by the day. 

With damages so severe that 
the environmental consultants 
could not complete their inspec- 
tion of the basement due to sew- 
erage, could it be possible that 
the college may not even obtain a 
title for another four years? 

With the Lawrence campus 
continuing to become more over- 
crowded every semester, and the 
new allied health center being the 
only solution, it seems as though 
the college should have been 
more aware and better prepared 
for the problems they now face 
with the building. 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


Address: Rm. C222 Spurk, 100 Elliott Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 


Newsroom: 978-556-3633 
’ Advertising: 978-556-3397 


Adviser: 978-556-3397 


Email: observer@necc.mass.edu 


The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, condense and refuse all submissions. 


Fall 2007 Observer Staff 


Editor-in-Chief: Joni Quinn 
News Editor: Jasmin Pastrana 
Opinion Editor: Daniel Potocki 
Arts & Entertainment Editor: Sara Codair 
Sports Editor: Joe Terlikosky 
Environmental Editor: Andrew Wahl 
Staff Writer: Artemis Savory, Andrew Wahl 
Copy Editor: Melissa Caron 
Circulation Manager: Dustin Luca 
Faculty Adviser: Amy Callahan 


Publication schedule 


Publication Date 
Sept. 19 


Oct. 3 
Oct. 17 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 21 
Dec. 5 
Dec. 19 


Issue 
#2 


#3 
#4 
#5 
#6 
#7 
#8 


a eCORy Deadline 
Sept. 1 Z 


Sept. 26 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 28 
Dec. 12 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer s 
opserver' 


missions via e 
necc.mass.edqu 


*Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: : 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 0183 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association. 
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50 You REALIZE 
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US. MOST ARMED COUNTRY WITH GO GUNS PER 100 PEOPLE 
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How do you feel about the © 
Patriots scandal? 


Christopher Legare, Business 

“Sports teams should be ready for 
these kinds of things. It is not the 
Pats’ fault for trying to be prepared.” 


Cynthia Kearn, Business 
“TJ don’t follow sports.” 


Lathon Jones Downing, General 
Studies 

“In a game descended from war and — 
ritual combat, we should be 
impressed that they would do so 
much to gain an advantage.” _ 


Photos/Interviews by Daniel Potocki and Artemis Savory 


Artie Carew, General Studies 
“The rest of the NFL is simply trying 
to demonize a football dynasty.” 


Fernando Soto, Radiology 

“J think they are just making a big 
deal out of it because they are the 
Patriots.” 


Mike Thoma, 

Electrical Engineering ’ 

“All of the coaches use that stuff to 
get ahead.” : 


. 
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_ America has lost 


sight of what it 


once stood for 


By DANIEL A. POTOCKI 
Opinion Editor 


I stopped 
to study the 
. American flag 
} the other day. 
| When I was 
-younger the 
| flag symbol- 
jized _—every- 
thing I loved 
and wanted to 
é be — it was 
truth, freedom, a sense of duty and a 
place where all people where equal. 
So I was struck when, upon looking 
at the same flag that filled me with 
such conviction in my youth, that 
now all I was filled with was confu- 
sion and, deep down, a little shame. 

- Our government was founded 
upon beautiful ideas like freedom 
and equality, where people were 
entitled to the sweat of their brow. 
Together these things formed the 
basis of the American Dream: that 
anyone from any background could, 
with hard work, tenacity and dedi- 
cation, change and improve their 
lives. America was the home of 
dreamers, visionaries and men who 
dared to turn their back on the rigid 
thinking of the old word and settle 
in a new world rife with opportuni- 
ty, where you were free to live as 
you wanted. — 

_ But this is not the case anymore; 
a government that acts more like a 
militia or gang has sullied those 
once glorious ideals. No matter 


By JEFF BoURBEAU 
Contributing Reporter 


Politicians are ignoring the young 
and exploiting our seniors. 

_ Every four years we are encour- 
aged to go to our local schools and fire 
departments fo cast our votes on who 
we think will be a great leader, taking 
over America’s wide and powerful 
future. But in recent years America’s 
youth has been ignored by politicians in 
favor of running fear-based campaign 


_ ads targeted toward the older genera- 


tions who have a higher registered 
voter turnout. 

It is common for someone getting 
on in their years to say, “Those video 
games will rot your brain,” or, “That 
Internet is full of pornography and 
child molesters.” Politicians, like Gov. 
Mitt Romney, are exploiting this igno- 
rance and using these ideas as key 
political strategies in their campaigns, 


even to the extent of suggesting such 


wild and ludicrously impossible 
notions as installing Internet-filtering 
software on every computer, in every 
home in America. This is the type of 
argument that only a person complete- 
ly ignorant of basic law and removed 
from current technology could ever get 
behind, and that is exactly the type of 
person that politicians are claiming 
make up the consistency of their target 
audience with these types of ads. 
Obviously, there is no way that a 
person from a younger generation 
could be the target of these ads. In fact, 
there is no way any person even 
remotely familiar with technology 
could believe such insane proposals. It 
is clear that these politicians believe 
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Our government has become a bloated 
and unwieldy thing. At this point I 
find it hard to even call it a system of 
representative government. 


where you turn, no matter where you ~ 


look, our government has become a 
bloated and unwieldy thing. At this 
point I find it hard to even call it a 
system of representative govern- 
ment. ; 
As evidence of this fact I call to 
your attention that the voters of this 
country en masse voted the 
Democrats into Congress in an 
attempt to foster meaningful change, 
and we have gotten nothing but pit- 


tance for our trouble. Every single ~ 


branch of government is in sham- 
bles. : 

Our education system. has truly 
become a cruel joke. Schools in 
affluent communities, like the one I 
come from, spend $36 million build- 
ing high schools that look more like 
monuments, while poorer communi- 
ties’ schools are left to rot. Teachers 
are underpaid and overworked, 
classroom sizes are swelling, and 
critical art and music programs are 
being cut -left and right. Let me 
quote for you the Rockefeller 
Education Board of 1906, a group 
that has funded many public 
schools. a 

“Tn our dreams ... people yield 
themselves with perfect docility to 
our molding hands. The present edu- 
cational conventions (intellectual 
and character education) fade from 
our minds, and unhampered by tra- 


that only the ignorant make up the 
majority of older voters, and these are 
the people who they believe can be bla- 
tantly lied to with outrageous proposi- 
tions and fictional claims regarding the 
contemporary media and technology of 
our country. These politicians are feed- 
ing off the ignorance that older genera- 
tions hold toward technology and are 
turning it into votes through their fear- 
inspiring campaign ads. These cam- 
paigns are making fools out of our par- 
ents and grandparents, while slapping 
the faces of younger voters. 

The worst of it is that they can get 
away with it. According to the national 
census conducted in 2004, less than 51 
percent of registered young voters actu- 
ally showed up to vote on election day, 
while the rate of older voters was above 
60 percent. Clearly, talking to young 
Americans is a waste of time. These 
kids today don’t vote and they don’t 
take the time to educate their elderly 
family members on contemporary sub- 
jects. If they did, then strategies like 
Romney’s wouldn’t work. The only 
solution to this problem is to stop let- 
ting old people run, and ruin, your life. 
If you are young and live in America, 
stand up. 

While voter turnout is a major con- 
cern, there is another issue with these 
campaign ads, which is why these 
politicians are picking up such issues 
as Internet pornography and video 
games when there are hundreds, if not 
thousands, of real, dangerous and dam- 
aging problems they could be address- 
ing instead. Our children are suffering 
from things a lot worse than watching 
Super Mario take a leap or two. Is it so 
difficult for these politicians to find a 
strong moral stance that their con- 


dition we work our own good will 
upon a grateful and responsive folk. 
We shall not fry to make these peo- 
ple or any of their children into 
philosophers or men of learning or 
men of science. We have not to raise 
up from among them authors, educa- 
tors, poets or men of letters. We 
shall not search for embryo great 
artists, painters, musicians, nor 
lawyers, doctors, preachers, politi- 
cians, statesmen, of whom we have 
ample supply. The task we set before 
ourselves is very simple ... we will 
organize children ... and teach them 
to do in a perfect way the things 
their fathers and mothers are doing 
in an imperfect way.” 

This, friends, is the dream of our 
public education system — to mold 
children into worker bees, simple 
automatons. When we combine this 
with a carefully engineered culture 
that makes intelligence uncool and 
sets upon the pillar of envy people 
like Paris Hilton, we can see that 
from birth the system is designed to 
create people who are unwilling to 
fight for freedom. We live in 
Fahrenheit 451. Because the worst 
part about all this, the thing that 
makes me truly sick, is that no one 
cares. Our society is riding off into 
the night slowly and quietly and no 
one cares. 

Where is the rage, where is the 


Politics of fear ruining America 


stituency can agree with that they 
instead have to fall back on whatever 
popular media at the time has been 
unproven to be harmful? Most sane 
people understand that these things are 
not actually dangerous, and that there 
are hundreds of much more valid and 
important problems facing this country 
that we voters care about. In fact, 
according to “What Video Games 
Have to Teach Us About Learning and 
Literacy,” a book by James Paul Gee, 
contemporary research has found that 
video games, along with Internet 
usage, have been proven to increase 
1.Q., literacy and even help deaf chil- 
dren learn to read earlier. Do you hate 
the deaf children now, too, Mr. 
Politician? 

I joke, but they have chosen this 
issue and are very serious about it, 
because older voters have a higher per- 
centage of registered voter turnout than 
younger registered voters and these old 
people have been shown to listen to 
these types of lie-infested ads. Rock 
‘n’ roll in the 1950s was the devil, and 
video games are now. Throughout the 
history of America, the majority of the 
older generation has never understood 
contemporary media, and they will 
always use it as a scapegoat, for what 
is wrong with their life. Politicians will 
continue to feed off this, and to them, 
if you understand what their real mes- 
sage is, your vote does not matter. This 
will always be the case as long as my 
generation continues to stay home on 
voting day. 

The only way to put value back 
into our opinions and change the way 
these politicians are pushing our elders 
around, is by putting our ballots into 
that box and making a change. 
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disgust? Is government no longer 
accountable for its actions? On a 
daily basis we see politicians lying 
to us, wasting tax money, and forc- 
ing us into a war to feed the ever- 
growing appetite of the military- 
industrial complex and no one stops 
them. Why do we not riot in the 
streets? Where are the protests of 
the ‘60s? I'll tell you: They are 
dead. People today care so much 
about themselves, are so focused on 
the little picture, that they don’t see 
the freedoms being ripped from their 


grasp. 


me that is our government 


F. Malotaux photo 
This is not a symbol of freedom but of government 
oppression. 


Maybe I’m an alarmist, maybe 
I’m an extremist, but the once-proud 
American Dream has been warped 
into the perverse bondage that keeps 
people from raising their voice and 
speaking out, and that is something I 
simply cannot see happen. As a 
nation I feel we need to stand up and 
reclaim what is ours. In the future, 
historians will look back on our gen- 
eration and praise us for standing up 
— or scom us for doing nothing. 
Let’s make a difference now while 
we still can. 


“If by the mere force of numbers a 


majority should deprive a minority of any 
clearly written constitutional right, it 
might, in a moral point of view, justify 


revolution.” 


' 


— Abraham Lincoln 


“Those who make peaceful revolution 
impossible make violent revolution 


inevitable.” 


— John F. Kennedy: 


“The secret of happiness is freedom, the 
secret of freedom is courage.” 


— Thucydides 


“Man is free at the moment he wishes to be.” 


— Voltaire 


“You measure a democracy by the 
freedom it gives its dissidents, not the 
freedom it gives its assimilated 


conformists.” 


— Abbie Hoffman 
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The culture shock of 


moving from Atlanta 
to Massachusetts 
By ALYSSA BERNHARDT 
Contributing Reporter 
As a girl 
born and raised ~ 
below the 
Mason-Dixon 
Line, I have 


found that living 
in New England 
is like living on 
another planet. I 
embarked on my 
journey north from Atlanta just six 
short weeks ago. I knew it was going 
to be different, but not as different as 
I’ve found. I realized that I took 
Southern hospitality for granted and 
have yet to find much hospitality at 
all here. 

One major difference from south 
to north is the highway system and 
how people drive. When you’re 
turning left at a green light, you 
yield to oncoming traffic. Now, I’m 
not sure what New Englanders were 
taught the word “yield” meant, but I 
can assure you it doesn’t mean 
pulling out into traffic so all oncom- 
ing cars have to stop to let you turn. 
Try that maneuver in the South and 
be prepared for a crash. Someone 
explain to me why you choose not to 
yield turning across traffic, but you 
stop when yielding into a round- 
about. 
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Also, I’d like to meet that one 
person who turned across the high- 
way prompting the highway authori- 
ties to post the “No tums” sign at 
every highway merge ramp. 
Speaking of merging, that far right 
lane that the ramps merge onto — you 
do not ride in it. 

If you’re in that lane and a ramp 
is approaching, you move over so 
those cars that are gaining speed can 
easily merge. Yes, you are supposed 
to use an on-ramp for gaining speed. 
Are there drivers education course 
up here? 

Besides common-sense driving 


courtesies, you should speak to your’ 


co-workers. If you have new co- 
workers, you make them feel wel- 
come. Maybe you can even ask them 
their name and things about them. 
Wouldn’t it make work easier and 
more fun to make friends? 

Another thing: If you’re out 
shopping and you need a fitting room 
and the attendant is talking with 
another client, you wait. You don’t 
walk up to the attendant, interrupt 
and rudely declare you need a fitting 
room. Can’t you see? She was talking 
to someone else. 

One last thing: If you are provid- 
ing service to someone, you are in 
every way obligated to treat your 
patron with respect. 

I’ve heard a few natives of the 
area say they don’t understand why 
everyone considers people less 
friendly here. I understand. I can 
honestly say that the number of 
times I’ve felt a warm welcome 
since moving to Massachusetts is 


® 


fewer than 10. There was hardly a 
day that went by in Atlanta where 
everyone I came into contact with 
didn’t greet me and offer a friendly 
welcome. 

Of course, we all have road rage 
every now and then, especially in 
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Atlanta, but we have common driv- 
ing courtesy. And besides common 
courtesies, the laws are usually fol- 
lowed. 

Granted, I know we’re all in a 
hurry here, but these small things 
never hurt anyone. So you should 


~~ 


by New England coldness 


Courtesy photo 
When you’re used to Southern hospitality, this sign can take on a degree of irony. 


all try something new. Say hello to 
a stranger, let someone out in front 
of you when you’re driving, let 
someone merge onto the highway, 
open a door for someone. Practice a 
little hospitality and make things 
better. oe” : 
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Give Britney a break; think healthy 


- Britney bashing is 
_ evidence of unhealthy 
body image in media 


By RoBIN CZIFRIK 
Contributing Reporter 


By now, 
everyone’s 
heard . of 


Britney’s shod- 
4g dy performance 
= @iat the MTV 
Je Video Music 
' Awards. 
Considering her 
tumultuous per- 
sonal life and 
; Seige erratic behavior 
the past few years, maybe Britney’s 
comeback wasn’t so timely. 


Z 


eer 


Hopefully, Spears will have 
another shot to prove she’s still got it. 
What surprised me most on the 
morning following the VMAs was 
not the media coverage of her unfor- 
tunate performance, but the fact there 
was so much discussion about her 
weight. : 

Even Monday’s New York Post 
headline read “Lard and clear.” The 
bloodthirsty public is having a field 
day with this one. Is the media to 
blame? Should they be reporting 
such unimportant details as a per- 
son’s weight? 

When the media puts so much 
emphasis on physical appearance, 
how can we blame these celebrities 
who, in turn, take drastic measures to 
satisfy the acceptable standards of 
beauty set forth by the media? 

It seems that beauty is no 
longer in the eye of the beholder. 
Those of us from the pre-MTV 


generation recall a time when we 
listened to music because it sound- 
ed good. Most often, we didn’t 
know what the artist looked like 
nor did it matter. It was all about 
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It seems that 
beauty is no longer 


in eyes of the 
_beholder. 


the music. 
Today things are different. Vocal 
talent is no longer enough. You need 


to be beautiful to make it in the video 
age. You need to satisfy the public 
both vocally and visually. It’s 
become obvious that any celebrity in 
today’s society needs to portray per- 
fection. Young stars are forced to live 
up to impossible standards and their 
quest for perfection ultimately leads 
many down self-defeating, self-tor- 
turous paths — eating disorders and 
substance abuse among young 
female celebrities nowadays is no 
secret. 

Living life under constant public 
scrutiny can’t be easy. Many celebri- 
ties, in their constant struggle to 
achieve perfection, eventually crack 
and must go through their most diffi- 
cult personal struggles under the pub- 
lic’s microscope. 

And the “thin is in” attitude is 
destroying women — and not just the 
celebrities who have to fit the stan- 
dard, but the millions of girls and 


women who feel they need to follow 
suit. You can’t even turn on the TV 
anymore without hearing talk of plas- 
tic surgery. We’re told that it increas- 
es self-esteem and promised a boost 
in self-confidence. 

What ever happened to the “it’s 
what’s on the inside that counts” phi- 
losophy? It seems plastic surgery has 
become a necessary means to fit into 
the shallow and superficial society 
we now live in — a mere step on the 
path to perfection if a person is to fit 
into a society that worships beauty. 
So why blame celebrities for giving 
us unhealthy and impossible stan- 
dards? 

These women did not set the 
standards for us, and chances are, 
they are as tired of being dictated to 
as we all are. Maybe Britney, like 
most women, is tired of trying to be 
perfect. Perhaps she’d just like to be 
herself. 


( or Unum is more than a soup kitchen 


Volunteers needed 
to feed the hungry 
in Lawrence 


By JOHN CAREY 
Contributing Reporter 


The increasing number of hungry 
in our community calls for more vol- 
unteers, but it seems as if lately 
everyone is screening their calls. 

At the Cor Unum meal center at 
118 South Broadway in Lawrence, 
volunteers are not only welcome, but 
sorely needed. The meal center relies 
heavily on a small group of regular 
volunteers, and eager helpers are get- 
ting harder to come by. According to 
Diane Jarvis, a director at the meal 
center, roughly 25 to 30 volunteers 
are required each night, and it’s not 


always an easy task to accomplish — | 


never mind getting through the 
evening short-handed. 

Whether it is a required number 
of service hours per week or just an 
act of good will, the effort does not 
go unappreciated. My eyes were 
opened to the situation when I was 
serving at Cor Unum on a court order. 
There are often upwards of 500 hun- 
gry people coming in each night 
(with approximately 100 in the morn- 
ings), none of whom would be able to 
eat if the meal center was not operat- 
ing. a 

Since Sept. 30, 2006, the meal 

center has served over 84,585 din- 
_ ners. Since May 15, 8,291 breakfasts 
have been served. That means a grand 
total of 92,876 have been served 


eS 


REIT: 


since last September as of Sept: 13 — 
meals that would not have been 
served without people who are fortu- 
nate enough to be able to feed them- 
selves lending a helping hand. 

In any way that a person con- 
tributes to the Cor Unum meal center, 
it is guaranteed to be appreciated by 
someone. According to the meal cen- 
ter’s Web site, (www.corunummeal- 
center.org), Lawrence is one of the 
poorest cities in the United States, 


_ and the poorest in Massachusetts. A 


staggering 33.1 percent of the city’s 
population lives below the poverty 
line. Any person interested in assist- 
ing — but who does not have the time 
to visit and volunteer — is encouraged 
to visit the Web site for alternatives to 
volunteering time. 

When you first enter the Cor 
Unum meal center, it will exceed any 
expectations you have for a “soup 
kitchen.” Set up much like a restau- 
rant, the meal center is well kept with 
a high, arched ceiling, peach walls 
and wood paneling. Before any 
adults are allowed in, the many chil- 
dren who are unaccompanied by par- 
ents or supervisors are seated. 
However unfortunate the situation 
may be, the atmosphere inside 
remains friendly and familiar — with 
flower arrangements. occupying the 
center of each table and music play- 
ing from overhead speakers. 

For more information about Cor 
Unum meal center, you can either 
visit the Web site (www.corunum- 
mealcenter.org) or call 978-688- 
8900. The meal center operates 
between 6 and 8 a.m. and 4:30 and 
6:30 p.m. 


_ We want to hear from you. 


- Send letters or opinion columns 
_ to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor’ in subject line. 
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A volunteer hands out food at Cor Unum Meal Center in Lawrence. 
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College Life and 
Service Fair 


The College Life and Campus 
Service Fair will be held on the 
Haverhill Campus on Wednesday, 
Sept. 12 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
and on the Lawrence campus on 
Wednesday, Sept. 19 from 11 
a.m.. to 1 p.m. 

The event features food, 
free raffle. This is a fun way for 
you to find out about clubs and 
organizations on campus and 
discover the many services avail- 
able to help you succeed at 
NECC. 

The event is sponsored by the 
College Life and Healthy Living 
Unit. For more information on 
student activities, clubs, programs 
and services, visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/studentlife. 


Hispanic Heritage 
Month 


Latin music of all kinds — 
from the classical sounds of fla- 
menco guitar to hard-beating 
Afro-Latin rhythms to Latin pop — 
will be featured as part of 
Northern Essex Community 
College’s fifth annual monthlong 
celebration of Hispanic Heritage 
observed Sept. 14 through Oct.. 
15 on both the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. Hispanic 
Heritage Month will also include 
poetry readings, a presentation on 
the history of merengue and a 
career expo. All events are free 
and open to the public. 


Student Senate 


The Student Senate will meet 
on Sept. 19 from 3:30 to 5.p.m. in 
the video confernce room down- 
stairs in the library. 


Latin music festival 


There will be a Latin music 
festival in the Sports and Fitness 
Center on the Haverhill on Sept. 
24. 


Edwards Twins return 


Due to popular demand, an 
encore performance of 
“Celebrities on Stage” starring 
Eddie and Anthony Edwards will 
be held on Saturday, Sept. 29 at 8 
p.m. in the Collins Center for the 
Performing Arts at Andover High 
School in Andover. Tickets for the 
event are $35 for reserved seating. 
The performance is sponsored by 
Northern Essex Community 
College’s Alumni Association, the 
NECC Foundation and _ the 
Women of NECC.Tickets can be 
purchased by calling 978-556- 
3870 or purchase online at 
www.MVArsts.info. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 

brief” in the subject line. 


entertainment, giveaways and a|- 


“(euro136) 


By LARA JAKES JORDAN 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) -— 
Resigning Attorney General Alberto 
Gonzales left the scandal-scarred 
Justice Department on Friday, declar- 
ing himself hopeful about its mission 
of ferreting out crime and defending 
the truth. 

Gonzales quit after two and a half 
years at the department amid investi- 
gations into whether he broke the law 
and lied to Congress. He has denied 
any wrongdoing. 

President Bush is expected to 
announce a nominee next week to 
replace his longtime friend and fel- 
low Texan. 

In a Friday morning speech, 
Gonzales said his time at the Justice 
Department made him determined to 
fight terrorists and sexual predators 
and crack down on guns, drugs and 
gang violence plaguing the nation's 
neighborhoods. 

“Over the past two and a half 
years, I have seen tyranny, dishon- 
esty, corruption and depravity of 
types I never thought possible,” 
Gonzales said in prepared remarks at 
a Hispanic Heritage Month ceremony 
at Bolling Air Force Base. “I've seen 
things I didn't know man was capable 
of. 

“But I will tell you here and now 
that these things still leave me hope- 
ful,”he said. “Because every time I 


see a glimmer of the evil man can do, 
I see the defenders of liberty, truth 
and justice who stand ready to fight 
Lis 

Later, Gonzales was feted at.a 


standing-room-only Justice 
Department farewell ceremony 
attended by, among others, 


Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice, Homeland Security Secretary 
Michael Chertoff and former White 


tambourines outside the Justice 
Department during the ceremony. 

Michael Sullivan, the U.S. attor- 
ney in Boston and acting director of 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives, praised 
Gonzales as a thoughtful man “who 
lives the law and is deeply patriotic in 
his convictions." 

Gonzales is “an outstanding 
advocate on behalf of ATF and U.S. 


GE 


Over the past two and a half years, I 
have seen tyranny, dishonesty, corrup- 
tion and depravity of types I never 


thought possible. 


-Attorney General 


Alberto Gonzales > 


House chief of staff Andy Card. 
Card's wife, the Rev. Kathleene 
Card, said a short prayer at the 
beginning of the ceremony, and for- 
mer. Solicitor General Theodore 
Olson, considered a top.contender to 
replace Gonzales, also was in the 
audience. 

Protesters who for months had 
dogged Gonzales at congressional 
hearings and other public appear- 
ances blew party horns and shook 


Laptop project 
raises price again 


By BRIAN BERGSTEIN 
Associated Press 


CAMBRIDGE, Massachusetts 
(AP) — The vaunted “$100 laptop” 
that Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology researchers dreamed up 
for international schoolchildren is 
becoming a slightly more distant 
concept. 

Leaders of the nonprofit One 
Laptop Per Child that was spun out 
of MIT acknowledged Friday that 
the devices would cost $188 
if mass production, 
expected to begin this fall, were to 


start now. The last price the non- 


profit had announced was $176 
(eurol27); it described $100 
(euro72) as a long-term goal. 

One Laptop Per Child says it 
has commitments for at least 3 mil- 
lion of its rugged “XO” computers, 
though it will not disclose which 
countries were first in line. Among 
the nations that have shown interest 
are Brazil, Libya, Thailand and 
Uruguay. 

The “XO” machines feature an 
open-source interface designed to 
be intuitive for children; a sunlight- 
readable display; very low power 
consumption; built-in wireless net- 
working; and a pull cord for 
recharging by hand. The laptops are 


being made by Taiwan’s Quanta 
Computer Inc., the world’’s leading 
manufacturer of portable comput- 
ers, 

George Snell,- spokesman for 
One Laptop Per Child, said a variety 
of factors were at play, including 
currency fluctuations and rising 
costs of such components as nickel 
and silicon. He said the project was 
committed to keeping the price 
from rising above $190 (euro137). 

While less than $200 (eurol 44) 
for an innovative, wireless-enabled, 
hand-powered laptop is a relative 
bargain, a price nearly twice what 
the project’’s memorable nickname 
promised could make it harder for 
One Laptop Per Child to sign up 
international governments as cus- 
tomers. Those governments are 
expected to give the computers to 
children for them to keep and tinker 
with, which the project’s founders 
believe will cause critical thinking 
and creativity to blossom. 

“Where does it end? It started 
out at $130 (euro94), then it was 
$148 (eurol07), then it was $176 
(eurol27), now it’s $188 (eurol35) 
— what’s next? $200 (eurol44)?” 
said Wayan Vota, the former direc- 
tor of the Geekcorps international 
tech-development organization and 
current editor of the OLPCNews 
blog. 


attorney offices across the country, 
and the Department of Justice as a 
whole,” Sullivan told the audience. 

It was a furor over the firings of 
nine U.S. attorneys that marked the 
beginning of the end of Gonzales' 
tenure as attorney general. The 
midterm firings, planned after the 
2004 elections, were unprecedented 
in the department's recent memory 
and prompted Democrats to question 
whether they were politically moti- 


vated. 

Gonzales' conflicting public 
statements about the ousters led 
Democrats and Republicans alike to 
criticize his honesty. Their charges 
were compounded by his later sworn 


testimony about the Bush administra- — 


tion's terrorist surveillance program, 


which was contradicted by FBI 


Director Robert S. Mueller and for- 


mer senior Justice Department offi- 


cials. 


Meanwhile, former 


Gonzales shortly after the U.S. attor- 
ney firings were tevealed. In sworn 


testimony, Goodling said Gonzales 


asked for her recollection of events 
about the firings. 


Her account led to questions of © 


whether Gonzales was coaching 
Goodling — illegally tampering with a 


Justice 
Department White House liaison, 
Monica M. Goodling, told a House — 
panel in May that she felt “uncom- — 
fortable”’during a conversation with — 


1 U.S. attorney general resigns 


witness in the ongoing inquiry. 4 


Gonzales has said he was merely try- — 


ing to comfort Goodling at an awk- 
ward time. 


The Justice Department has ~ 
opened an internal investigation into’ 


both of the charges against Gonzales. 
Its conclusions are not expected until 
the end of the year at the earliest. 


Solicitor General Paul Clement 


will serve as acting attorney general 
until the Senate confirms Gonzales’ 
successor. 


Patrick faces tolls, 


By KEN MAGUIRE 
Associated Press 


BOSTON (AP) — It’s good Gov. 
Deval Patrick squeezed in those 
afternoon naps while on vacation last 
month in the Berkshires. The extra 
rest should come in handy next 
week. 

That’s when Patrick will address 
two controversial — and possibly 
related — issues: his position on casi- 
no gambling and how the state 
should pay for the billions of dollars 
of infrastructure repairs 
Massachusetts faces over the next 20 
years. 

During his nine months in office, 
Patrick has made waves with a few 
decisions, such as rescinding his pre- 
decessor’s order that state troopers 
round up illegal aliens and rejecting 
federal dollars for abstinence-only 
education. 

But they’ll be dwarfed by casino 
gambling, especially if the governor, 
who repeatedly talks about the need 
for “new revenue,” supports the idea. 
Connecticut makes more than $400 
million a year in a revenue-sharing 
agreement with two Indian tribes 
that operate resort casinos in the 
state. : 

“Once you do it, there’s no going 
back,” said Clyde Barrow, a casino 
researcher at the University of 
Massachusetts-Dartmouth. No states 
have allowed casinos and later 
reversed themselves, he noted. 

The Mashpee Wampanoags 


want to build a $1 billion casino in 


Middleborough, and the Aquinnah 
Wampanoag Indians have shown 


casino decisions 


interest in building their own. 
State Treasurer Tim Cahill has 
suggested allowing commercial 
casinos. 4 

The Legislature must approve 
expanded gambling before a full- 
scale casino can be built. Senate 
President Therese Murray has said 
she supports the Middleborough 
casino plan, but House Speaker 
Salvatore DiMasi remains opposed 
to expanded gambling. 

Jeffrey Berry, a Tufts University 
political science professor, said he 
suspected Patrick has favored casino 
gambling for some time, but has 


been reluctant to go public because . 


of DiMasi’s opposition. 

“Tf he comes out in favor of casi- 
no gambling and the House defeats 
it, it's an enormous loss of prestige 
for Gov. Patrick,” Berry said. “The 
most important part of this for 
Patrick is not to be defeated by the 
state Legislature.” 

DiMasi had earlier stopped 
Patrick’s proposal to close so-called 
“corporate tax loopholes” as a way 
to raise up to $500 million in added 
revenue. 

Even if Patrick rejects an 
expansion of legalized gambling, 
he will be under pressure to identi- 
fy some source of new revenue for 
his litany of expensive proposals, 
including universal preschool, free 
community college and an expan- 
sion of commuter rail to New 
Bedford. 

Patrick on Friday refused to dis- 
cuss his casino decision, reiterating 
that he’ll make an announcement 
next week. 
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- Thursday. 


National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Bush says U.S. shifting 
more troops in Iraq to 
support roles 

_ WASHINGTON (AP) — While 


“formidable challenges” remain in 
Iraq, President Bush said 


| Saturday, the United States will 


start shifting more troops into sup- 


| port roles — in addition to the troop 


withdrawals announced last week. 

In December, the United 
States will begin a new military 
phase in Iraq — one in which “our 
troops will shift over time from 
leading operations to partnering 
with Iraqi forces, and eventually 
to overwatching those forces,” 


Bush said in his weekly radio 


address. 

Bush was following the rec- 
ommendations of Gen. David 
Petraeus, the top U.S. commander 


in Iraq. ; 
In a _ televised speech 
Thursday, Bush announced he had 


approved Petraeus’ plan to with- 
draw 5,700 troops from Iraq by 
the holidays and reduce the force 
from 20 combat brigades to 15 
brigades by July 2008. 

On Friday, Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates raised the possibility 
of cutting U.S. troop levels in Iraq 
to 100,000 or so by thie end of next 
year — well beyond the cuts Bush 
announced in his 


The defense secretary con- 
firmed that he was referring to 
cutting from the projected level of 
15 combat brigades in July to 10 
brigades at the end of 2008, and 
that this would translate to rough- 
ly 100,000 troops. 


Former Federal Reserve 
chairman Alan Greenspan 


_ bashes Bush over spending 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Former Federal Reserve 


Chairman Alan Greenspan, in his 
upcoming book, bashes President 
George W. Bush for not responsi- 
bly handling U.S. spending and 
racking up big budget deficits. 

A self-described “libertarian 
Republican,” Greenspan takes his 
own party to task for forsaking 
conservative principles that favor 
small government. 

“My biggest frustration 
remained the president’s unwill- 
ingness to wield his veto against 
out-of-control spending,” 
Greenspan wrote. 

Bush took office in 2001, the 
last time the government pro- 
duced a budget surplus. Every 
year after that, the government 
under Bush has been in the red. In 
2004, the deficit swelled to a 
record $413 billion (euro298 bil- 
lion). 

“The Republicans in Congress 
lost their way,” Greenspan wrote. 
“They swapped principle for 
power. They ended up with nei- 
ther. They deserved to lose.” 

In 2006, voters put Democrats 
in charge of Congress for the first 
time in a dozen years. 


speech 


Title delayed again for 
In Town Mall PEO) ject 


Continued from Page 1 


their plan to demolish the building and 
rebuild. 

Although several inspections 
have been performed in the past, none 
of them are considered adequate or 
current by TRC, the environmental 
consulting company working with 
NECC on the project, according to 
Hartleb. 

TRC has completed a Phase 1 
inspection where they pinpointed 
trouble areas in the building. The 
environmental company was unable 
to fully inspect the basement because 
of the sewage. 

TRC will perform a Phase 2 
inspection this fall, which will consist 
of checking the soil for any contami- 
nant's and concentrating on the extent 
of the asbestos problem. 

The primary funding for the over 
$20 million project will come from a 

- $1 billion bond bill that includes many 
other higher education projects. 
Additionally, NECC will receive 
$530,000 specifically to remove the 
asbestos at the In Town Mall. 

The bond bill is currently in the 
governor’s office and is close to being 
submitted to the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives for consideration 
and approval, according to Hartleb. 

The project will begin when the 
bill gets through the Legislature. 

“We’ve been working on this for 
four years. This has been a long-term 
project and every time we think we 
have a time frame in mind it turns out 
that we were too hopeful. So I prefer 
not to puta time frame on it anymore. 
All that ’'m confident about is that it 
will happen,” Hartleb said. 

NECC has also received a $1 mil- 
lion pledge for the building to be 
named after the recently deceased Dr. 
Ibrahim El-Hefni. In comparison, the 


uy 


NECC plans to demolish Hic In Town Mall cepa 


highest single pledge received for the 
Technology Center at the Haverhill 
campus was $600,000. 

El-Hefni immigrated to the 
United States from Egypt in the 1960s 
and contributed millions of dollars 
toward funding scholarships for dis- 
advantaged students before he passed 
away in May 2005. 

On Sept. 5, the NECC Board of 
Trustees voted to name the future 
building the “Dr. Ibrahim El-Hefni 
Allied. Health and Technology 
Center” under the condition that the 
pledge of $1 million be paid in full. 

The Lawrence City Council decid- 
ed to give the 117,958 square foot 
building to the NECC Foundation to 
extend the overcrowded Lawrence 
campus after a 7 to 2 vote in June 2006. 

NECC is excited to receive the 
building because of its ideal location, 
‘Hartleb said. 

“The idea is to have a new build- 
ing that is within very easy walking 
distance to our existing buildings. The 
location was absolutely the key,” said 
Hartleb. “We want to add a number of 
allied health programs and nursing 
programs and we don’t have any room 
to do that since we’re already over- 
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The In Town Mall is filled 
with debris and has many 
environmental issues. 


crowded.” 
The new building will house sev- 
eral classrooms and laboratories for 


the new programs. 


Two autos burglarized; 
GPS system, car radio stolen 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been released to 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring the assistance of 
Eagle Security at the NECC cam- 


puses in Haverhill and Lawrence. 


This log covers the events from of 
both Haverhill and Lawrence cam- 
puses from May 7 to Sept. 13. 

June 1, 2007 — Child care 
worker’ fell on front steps at 
Lawrence campus. Worker scraped 
her face and went home early. 

June 5, 2007 — Work/study stu- 
dent banged and bruised leg while 
walking on wet carpet that was 
being cleaned. 

July 3,-2007- Student banged 
teeth in ladies room as she was tak- 
ing toilet tissue, metal cover 
released and banged student’s teeth. 
Nothing was broken. 

July 6, 2007- Courier fell on 
cement near the flag pole at the 


Lawrence campus. Courier scraped 
his forearm and a bandage was 
placed on it. 

July 14, 2007 — Security found 
smoldering fireworks at the edge of 
campus. 

July 19, 2007 — While repaving 
the sidewalks, an outside contractor 
broke the side door to the 
Caterpillar (behind B Building). 

July 19, 2007 — Security 
responded to passerby that became 


_ ill by the Franklin Street entrance at 


the Lawrence Campus. Security 
called 911 and Fire Department 
came to treat the individual. 

July 25, 2007 — A silver and red 
bike was reported stolen from 
Parking Lot No. 3. Victim was not a 
student. 

July 25, 2007 — Student 
became sick and appeared to be 
having a stroke. Security called 
ambulance. 

Aug. 13, 2007 — Fire alarm 
went off from second floor smoke 
detector. Moisture was determined 
to be the cause. 

Aug. 24, 2007 — A lit cigarette 
caused a small mulch fire by the 
Technology Center on Haverhill 
Campus. Fire was extinguished by 
security. The Fire Department was 
not called. 


Aug. 29, 2007 — A suspicious 
character in the library building 
was reported to security. Character 
was inside the unoccupied office of 
an NECC employee claiming he 


had a meeting. Employee was on a - 


scheduled vacation. Character was 
escorted out of the building. 

Sept. 5, 2007 — A student report- 
ed a hit-and-run accident in Lot No. 2. 

Sept. 6, 2007 — A-student had a 
seizure in the library. Student was 
taken to the hospital. 

Sept. 6, 2007 — Auto was hit in 
the main parking lot of Lawrence 
campus. Parties settled between 
themselves. Police were not called. 

Sept. 13, 2007 — Student report- 
ed a scratch on car in Lot No. 4. 

Sept. 13, 2007 — A student 
reported a car break-in. Driver’s 
side rear window was smashed and 
an Alpine radio was stolen. 

Sept. 13, 2007 — Student report- 
ed car break-in. GPS system, two 
pairs of headphones and spare 
change were missing from vehicle. 
Cup holder was ripped out of vehicle. 

Sept. 13, 2007 — Student 
became ill in classroom and was 
not able to walk. Security called 
911 and student remained con- 
scious while she was taken to the 
hospital. 
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World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Leading PM candidate in 
Japan backs extension of 
Afghan mission 


TOKYO (AP) — The front- 
tunner to become Japan’s next 
prime minister vowed Saturday to 
extend his nation’s support for 
U.S.-led operations in 
Afghanistan. 

Ruling party veteran Yasuo 
Fukuda also said he would take a 
softer line with North Korea over 
its past abduction of Japanese 
nationals, a row that has threat- 
ened to upset negotiations over 
the communist country’s nuclear 
weapons. 

The Sept. 23 Liberal 
Democratic Party ballot to replace 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, who 
abruptly resigned earlier this 
week, will pit the liberal Fukuda 
against the more hawkish former 
Foreign Minister Taro Aso. 

Both candidates have said 
Japan cannot afford to drop out of 
the global war on terrorism and 
pledged to push to extend the 
country’s naval mission in the 
Indian Ocean. 

“Our mission is highly regard- 
ed by the international communi- 
ty. We must win understanding for 
the need to extend,” Fukuda told a 
joint press conference Saturday. 

Since 2001, Japan’s navy has 
been providing fuel for U.S.-led 
coalition forces in Afghanistan 
under an anti-terrorism law that 
has been extended three times. 

But the country’s main oppo- 
sition party, the Democratic Party 
of Japan, is against a further 
extension, saying coalition opera- 
tions there have not been properly 
approved by the United Nations. 

“We must not forget that 
Japanese nationals were also 
among victims of the terrorist 
attacks on the U.S.,” Aso said. 
“We have the responsibility to 
participate in the global war on 
terror.” Twenty-four Japanese citi- 
zens were killed in the Sept. 11 
attacks. 

Abe had staked his job on 
pushing through a military exten- 
sion. But he resigned on 
Wednesday, leaving the future of 
the mission in limbo and trigger- 
ing political confusion in the 
world’s second-biggest economy. 

The premier was later hospi- 
talized for exhaustion and stress- 
related stomach problems. 

Aso, 66, a high-profile mem- 
ber of the Abe administration, ini- 
tially emerged as the front-runner 
to replace Abe. But support for 
Fukuda, 71, a critic of Abe, has 
jumped after several party heavy- 
weights said they will back him. 

Fukuda also led Aso in a pub- 
lic opinion poll conducted by 
Kyodo News agency released late 
Friday. 

Fukuda also said Saturday he 
would stay away from a con- 
tentious war shrine if he becomes 
prime minister and seek better ties 
with Asian neighbors. 
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The Sport and Fitness Center is a busy place on NECC’s Haverhill campus — complete with tasty snacks. 


A hankering for hot dogs leads to a journey of discovery 


By NICHOLAS SERMUKSNIS 
Contributing Reporter 


It was an 
a early morning 

@ while I walked 
down one of 
the halls in the 
Building. 


= and I turned to 
~ give it a look. 

It was an advertisement for the 
Sports and Fitness Center inform- 
ing students that there was a deal 
on hot dogs and potato chips. That 
tickled me a bit, because the truth 
is that I love hot dogs, and the idea 
of hot dogs and chips was even 
more satisfying. I felt the need to 
investigate more, so I dug into my 
pockets for cash. When I realized 
that I had none and my stomach 
growled in protest, I knew I had to 
find an alternative means to inves- 
tigate the matter. 

So I wrote an article on it. 

When I walked into the Sports 
and Fitness Center, a unique 
sound filled my ears.. It wasn’t 
just the chatter from pool and 
ping-pong tables, or the television 
or the roar of the air conditioning. 
It was the sound of a small com- 
munity immersing itself in some- 


Revealed: the top 5 lies men tell 


A guide to keeping 
yourself safe in the 
dating battlefield 


By JEFF HERRING 
MCT Campus 


Recently on: my - weekly 
Relationship - Radio. ~ Show on 
www.RadioSandySprings.com~ in 
Atlanta, I had the privilege of inter- 
viewing relationship coach Bj 
Moorer. Moorer has a bit of a differ- 
ent view of the relationship world. 


thing we like to call fun. Students 
of every heritage and color were 
gathering around the tables, 
laughing and rooting for their 
favorite player. Others walked 
back and forth from the conces- 
sion booth, unable to resist those 
hot dogs I pined for. 

I walked through the lobby, 
past the activities, then turned a 
corner into the Student Activities 
offices. I decided that a good way 
to investigate my desire for these 
hot dogs was to learn what the staff 
in the Sports and Fitness Center do 
to draw students here. If the hot 
dog flier worked for me, there were 
probably other means of attracting 
students into the building. 

My first stop was the familiar 
office of Jodi Paciulan, who covers 
both Student Activities and 
Orientation. I asked her what she 
feels draws students to this place. 

“Well there’s a lot going on 
here,” Paciulan said. “There’s the 
intramurals. There’s pool. There 
are plenty of ways to engage stu- 
dents. Like games and food at the 
Knights Table. Plus, not all the 
intramurals are sports. There’s 
even Pictionary, dodge ball, and 
card games too.” I nodded in agree- 
ment, having noticed a lot of these 
activities when I walked in. 

“And with Student Activities 
there are a lot of events here such 
as the Halloween party and this 
month we have the Fitness Center 


So Mooret’s interesting take on 
relationships is best summed up by 
the title of her brand new e-book 
“Love, Lies, Men and Women: The 
Lies We Tell and the Damage They 
Do.” : 

In the series she is creating, 


Moorer looks at the lies men tell: 


women, the lies women tell men; and 
the lies couples tell each other about 


their relationship. While*Moorer cov-. 


ers all the different types of: lies, you 
must start somewhere, and Moorer 
begins in Volume 1 of her series with 
the lies men tell women. 

That was the topic of my recent 
interview with her, and now -we’ll 


open house on Oct. 3 from 11 a.m. 


to 1 p.m. It’s a good way to check 


things out and see when things are 
available for students.” Paciulan 
also mentioned that there will be a 
theme for the event, which will be 
Renaissance. 

Paciulan’s enthusiasm for the 
various activities around the build- 
ing kept my interest as she showed 
me different promotions that help 
students with what they’d like to 
get involved in. 

“We have an engagement cal- 
endar that we like to give out to 
students to give them an idea of 
what to look out for. Almost every- 
thing is advertised on the bulletin 
boards, as well as through e-mail. 
Dina Brown sends out a monthly e- 
mail that informs students of dif- 
ferent events and activities around 
the school for that month.” 

There was one thing that was 
bugging me, though: Even though 
there were a healthy group of stu- 
dents entertaining themselves as I 


had walked in, I still notice a fair - 


share more that walk in one door 
and out the other when it comes to 
their daily school experience. 
“Because it’s a community col- 
lege people tend to have varying 
schedules and different lifestyles,” 
Paciulan .explained. “Many people 
are trained to balance work and 
families and college, so it’s harder 
at a community college than a resi- 
dential college to get students 


take a look at the top 5 lies men tell 
women. 
Lie No. 1: “Ill call you tomor- 
row.” Men say this so often, and get 
away with it, because women want to 
believe it. Moorer’s advice is to not 
wait by the phone for the call and go 
live your life. If the call does not 


come in the first few days, it is not 


coming. Move on. 

Lie No. 2: “I love you.” Too 
bad this is a common lie that reduces 
the value of some precious words. 
Moorer’s warning is that when it is 
said too soon in a relationship, it is 
often an attempt at controlling the 
other person. 


Lowe enjoy the center. 


engaged.” 

This sentiment led me back into 
the lobby, where Paciulan introduced 
me to Maureen Saliba, who was 
working the Knights Table at the 
time. It turned out that Saliba was 
behind the fliers that had revealed 
my inner desire for hot dogs and 
potato chips. Saliba said that it was 
one of her work-study students who 
had the idea to make fliers and post 
them around campus. 

“It’s to draw people in a little 


Lie No. 3: “I’m not married.” 
The problem is most men say this and 
most adult men are married, so you 
do the math. If you have a gut feeling 
that you are being lied to about this, 
ask for his home phone number and 
see how he responds. 

Lie No. 4: “No one understands 
me like you do.” This one can be 
designed to get you to feel sorry for 
him. You know for certain that this is 
just massive manipulation when it is 
closely followed by a large request 
such as borrowing money or asking 
to move in with you. . 

Lie No. 5: “I’m not seeing any- 
one else.” Well, maybe. Pay attention 


xploration 
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From left, Maureen Saliba, Solanlly Arias, and Adam 


more, and to be honest, we’re prob- 
ably one of the cheapest places. to 
eat on campus,” Saliba said. 


I dug into my pockets once 4 


more, hoping that I had missed 
some loose change. Though I 


couldn’t spare a coyple dollars for 


a hot dog, I did get to leave the 
Sports and Fitness Center with a 
better idea of what Northern Essex 
has to offer, and a renewed interest. 
to get myself involved. I call that a 
full day. ; z 


women 


to when and how this information is _ 


offered in a relationship. Just like 
some of the other lies, offering this 
information too soon or when it is not 


requested is a huge warning sign that - 


someone is trying to pull the wool 
over your eyes. 

One powerful piece of advice 
offered by Moorer is to trust your gut 
instinct. If something is not making 
sense or adding up, pursue it. Don’t 
try to talk yourself out of it or excuse 
your intuition away. Pay attention. 

When you go to Moorer’s Web site, 
www.RelationshipAdviceHeadquarters, 
you can get her new “Relationship Start 
Up Guide” free of charge. 


t 


‘A Midsummer 
Nights Dream ‘first 
play of semester 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
_ Staff Writer 


Auditions were held for 
Shakespeare’s. “A Midsummer 
\ Night’s Dream” on Sept. 11 in the 
Top Notch Theater*at NECC. In 
attendance were professors Susan 
“Sanders (in charge of technical 
demands) and Jim Murphy (princi- 
| ple director), along with 10 or 
more students including Babak 
| Alian, Bobby Memery, Melody 
Martinez and Joe Leboeuf. (Tracy 
| DiJulia, the choreographer, came in 
later.) 
| For those who have never seen 
it, the Top Notch Theater is a class- 
room-sized place with black walls, 
soft chairs and a stage in front. 
Sanders refers to it as “intimate.” 
Auditions began a little late, 


| very few people showed up until 
later. The process began with group 
| exercises. 6, 

The first was a “pass the ener- 
gy” game, in which one person 
| makes contact with another, using 
| body language to convey the pass- 
ing — then has that person pass it 
along to someone else. Seemingly 
simple, the game became more 
| complicated when directing energy 
across the room was attempted. 
' Much laughter entered the field 
| when a one-syllable word was 
| included, and many arguments of 
“yes,” “no,” “yes,,” and “what?” 
_ bounced back and forth. 

The second exercise was imagi- 


By CHRISTINE RIBEIRO | 
Contributing Reporter - 


Oops, she did it again! Britney 
Spears attempted to sing and dance. 
The former Pop Princess opted to 
make her much-anticipated come- 
back performance at this year’s MTV 
Video Music Awards. 

Britney’s performance was an 
utter mess from beginning to end. 
The pop star mouthed along to a song 
track, which came as no shock. 
Britney’s dance moves were also in 
' complete disarray. The moves looked 
as though they were assembled at the 
last minute. The singer’s backup 
dancers were completely clueless. 
The dance routine must have been 
put together just prior to Britney’s 
appearing on stage. 

Britney is out of shape. I under- 
stand she gave birth to two boys over 
the past few years. Knowing this, she 
should have chosen a more conserva- 
tive-looking outfit. In doing so, 
Britney would have earned a little 
more respect while taking to the 
stage. Then again, we have never 
known Britney to be even remotely 
conservative. 


which worked out in the end, since 
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Students play tug of war with an invisible rope at Top Notch Players’ auditions for “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” in the Top Notch Theater at NECC. 


nary tug-of-war, a hilarious and yet 
oddly fascinating battle between two 
sides over an invisible rope. 

The final exercise was “The 
Machine.” This exercise consisted 
of students creating both a move- 
ment and a sound and standing 
together with the others to produce 
a “machine.” It was amusing and 
innovative, since each person had 
to come up with his or her own 


Britney is 25 years old, for crying 
out loud. Britney not only has fans 
looking up to her, but her own chil- 
dren as well. The singer is self- 
absorbed, and needs to start acting 
her age. 

As with any pop entertainer, 
Britney Spears has her devoted fans 
and her share of “haters.” I, for one, 
am not a Britney fan in the least. But 
I think I can speak for Britney fans 
and haters alike when I say Britney 
should seriously consider a career 
change. Frankly, each of us is fed up 
with the performer making a specta- 
cle of herself. Britney’s parenting 
skills are lacking, and the general 
public is hesitant to take her serious- 
ly anymore. 

The MTV Video Music Awards 
would have been the reach Britney 
needed to bring her career back to the 
top. Instead, Britney failed to please 
the audience and any television view- 
ers. The artist made it clear her heart 
is no longer in the business. 

If Britney were playing to win, 
there would not be a rumor she par- 
tied the night before her opening 
act. I feel the singer is looking for a 
way out. Deep down, Britney wish- 
es for her fans to permit her to stop 


part. 

Following the exercises were 
the actual auditions. Murphy sent 
pairs from the room to memorize 
how to read and act out lines from a 
scene they were given. He told 
them, “Be aware of punctuation and 
the verbs. You may have to cross 
gender — deal with it,” and sent 
them off. 


Alian and Martinez, to my 


all of this and to get a “normal” life 
back. 

Britney is in no condition to 
make this drastic change on her own. 
To put it bluntly, the girl needs help. 

Not every individual person is 
meant for the limelight. Some indi- 
viduals are only meant to shine for a 
short time. Britney has had her share 
of fame, and I think it is time for her 
to open the floor to up-and-coming 
performers. I will go as far as to say 
she is not destined for this kind of 
lifestyle. Every person needs some 
kind of privacy. To feel otherwise 
would be inhumane. 

Unfortunately, those individuals 

with stars in their eyes give up priva- 
cy with the first camera flash to go in 
their direction. I do not feel as though 
Britney ever really lost the small- 
town Louisiana persona about her. 
Britney is still naive and is out of her 
league. ; 
As much as I despise her, Britney 
is still a person. Britney is a person 
that needs to get away from the pho- 
tographs that turn into tabloids and 
return home. The general public has 
tired of Britney. I can only imagine 
how tired she has become of the pub- 
lic. 


INIO 


untrained eye, seemed perfect — 
excellent voice production, amazing 
body language, intense enthusiasm — 
and yet Murphy made them redo 
their scene several times. 

Leboeuf is a _ Pinkerton 
Academy graduate and has acted in 
plays and musicals such as “Guys 
and Dolls” and “A Christmas 
Carol.” His favorite part of acting is 
creating a character and bringing it 


to life. 

Martinez is back from 
Northeastern University and, in the 
past, has been a part of Parnassus, 
the school’s literary magazine, the 
NECC Observer. She has acted in 
plays at the school for three years in 
a row. Her hope for this play is to 
star as either Hermia or Helena. 

Parts were not revealed the night 
of auditions. 


Britney no longer cut out for the stage 


Courtesy photo 
Britney Spears attempts to sing and dance at the MTV 
Video music awards. 


mi 1 fh 


Top Notch holds creative auditions - 
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Parnassus overflows with members 


First meeting of the 
semester has biggest 
turnout in 42 years 


By SARA CODAIR 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


On Friday, Sept. 14 at noon, a 
small conference room on the third 
floor of the Spurk Building was over- 
flowing with students. All the seats at 


the table were taken and students were- 


sitting on the counters, leaning against 
the walls and even watching from the 
doorway. 

The cause for this tiny room to be 
so full of people was the first 
Parnassus meeting of the semester. 
Normally Parnassus has a small staff 
that fits nicely into the tiny con- 
ference room, however, a record was 
set on Friday. The club’s adviser, 
Patrick Lochelt; said that it was prob- 
ably the biggest meeting the club has 
had in 42 years. ; 

Lochelt thinks the appearance of 
the book has a lot to do with the 
increased amount of interest. 
Typically, Parnassus has been a calen- 
dar-sized book that looks like neither 
book nor magazine, however, last 
semester-it received a makeover. This 
spring’s issue was shorter and narrow- 
er, giving it the appearance of a thin 
paperback or a “zine.” 

Lochelt said, “The more it looks 
like a book, the more official it looks, 
and if it looks more official, then more 


The Fall 2006 issue of Parnassus, left, looks drastically different from the Spring 2007 issue. 


people will be interested in submitting 
their work.” 

Jeff Bourbeau, one of the many 
students at the meeting for the first 
time, said, “I was printed in the last 
one and it seemed interesting, so I 
decided to get involved.” 

Another reason for the large 
turnout may have been the abundance 
of posters all over campus advertising 
for the meeting. ; 

There will be more changes made 


to Parnassus this year. Instead of com- 
ing out once every semester, there will 
be only one issue of Parnassus for the 
entire year, which will be printed in 
the spring. 

“The main reason for printing one 
issue is that we get one budget for the 
whole year. By only printing annually 
instead of biannually, we get double the 
budget for that book,” Lochelt 
explained. “Having double the budget 
will make a fantastic book, and perhaps 


PAY AGUS Smeg 200 
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allow us to have color on the inside.” 

The deadline for the fall semester 
will probably be moved from October 
to November, and anyone who misses 
that deadline will still be able to sub- 
mit their work in during the spring 
semester, which will have a separate 
deadline. Work will be chosen from 
both semesters to be published. 

There will still be cash prizes for 
best art, poetry and fiction, although 
the staff members are not eligible to 


Sara Codair photos ~ 


Lochelt said, “Having a big staff 
will make choosing what work gets 
published more interesting.” 

As of Friday, the submission 
boxes were not out yet. However, they 
will be in the Spurk Building lobby on 
the Haverhill campus and there will be 
one on the Lawrence campus as well. 
Despite the fact the boxes were not 
out yet at the time of the meeting, stu- 
dents still managed to submit work. — 


Lawrence rapper building a following 


By JUSTIN AGUIRRE 
Contributing Reporter 


Hip-hop is in a critical state. 
With record sales declining due to 
illegal downloading, as well as a lack 
of substance in the music that is sell- 
ing, Lawrence native Terminology 
aims to change all of that. 

The self-proclaimed “resurrec- 
tion of Big Pun” just released the 
fifth installment of his annual “Hood 
Politics” series. An album/mix tape 
hosted by superstar disc jockeys Big 
Mike and fellow Lawrence native 
Statik Selektah, “Hood Politics V” 
boasts plenty of assistance from 
established MCs as well as produc- 
ers, making it hands down Term’s 


best work yet. 
The tone of the album is set off 


with the DJ Premier-produced banger - 


“So Amazing.” Terminology confi- 
dently responds to record companies 
and A&R’s that have turned him 
down: “See I hit every label up/They 
said damn you can rhythm/You’re 
the best cat out/We can’t 
sign/Well that’s fine/Because I’m a 
remember ~each and every one of 
ya’ll faces when I make it/Preme.” 
On “ Back From the Dead,” Nick 
V from the Bakaboyz’ horn-heavy 
track lays the foundation for Term’s 
verbal assault: “A lot of rappers make 
tracks for the club to burn/You want 
the razor blade rap then you come to 
Term.” The honest and descriptive 
lyrics the rapper burns into the listen- 


st 


Courtesy photo 
Termanology’s new 


album, “Hood Politics V” 


er’s mind leaves no question as to 
where he got his name. 
While most tracks on “Politics” 


are noteworthy, redundant songs such 


~as “Cold World” and the Lil’ Fame 


assisted “Squeeze the Ratchet” fall 
short. In hip-hop, just because you 
have a hot producer does not guaran- 
tee a hot song, yet it is evident Term. 
is capable of lacing just about any 
track he spits on. 

All eyes turned to Terminology 
after “Watch How It Go Down” was 
released, the DJ Premiere-produced 
anthem, which no doubt contributed 
to him being placed in the coveted 
“Unsigned Hype” column in the 
Source magazine, a spot previously 
held by legends such as Notorious 
B.1.G., Eminem, DMX and 50 Cent. 
XXL magazine gave the album an 
XL, one rating away from the ulti- 
mate honor — XXL>— which is an 


Published author to visit NECC 


Tanigochi to read from book, answer questions 


By SARA CODAIR 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Students will get to meet author 
Yuko Tanigochi and hear her read 
from her novel “The Ocean in the 
Closet” at noon on Wednesday, Sept. 
26 when she visits the library here at 
NECC. 

The visit-is sponsored by the 
school library, the NECC Diversity 


Committee and the NECC Women’s 
Network. NECC librarian Gail Stuart 
said, “We like to bring authors here 
because its great to let students meet 
a real writer.” 

Tanigochi was born in Japan. 
She came to the U.S.. at age 15 and 
went to high school in Maryland, and 
graduated from St. Benedict’s/St. 
John’s and the University of 
Minnesota. She now lives in 
Rochester, Minn., but is traveling to 
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' Its great to let students meet a real 


writer. 


-Gail Stuart, NECC librarian 


the Northeast to promote her book. 
In addition to visiting the library, she 
will also be visiting a local Asian 
center and will discuss her book at a 
woman’s group. 

“The Ocean in the Closet” is his- 


torical fiction. It is about the 9-year- 
old daughter of a Japanese woman 
and a U.S. soldier, and ‘the effects 
World War II and the Vietnam War 
have on her life. 

Stuart hopes many students will 


accomplishment in itself. 

Though the rapper remains 
unsigned to a major label, his contin- 
uous verbal attack on the industry 
makes many wonder why this kid is 
still a free agent. 

The rap industry has definitely 
changed in recent years. New York 
hip-hop is nothing compared to what 
it once was, and Massachusetts has ~ 
yet to see a shining star come out of 
the Bay State. Terminology has stood — 
up to take that position. 

“Hood Politics V” is one of the — 
best rap albums to hit the street this 
year, a sure bet for $10 at Newbury 
Comics. When you pop it in your CD © 
player, press play, and hear him yell — 
“978, stand up!” all you can do is 
smile. ; 


librar 
attend the reading. She said, “I am 
hoping for a big crowd. Everyone is 
invited, both students and faculty. 
“T think that reading about oth- 
ers’ experiences helps us deal with 
life and enrich our personal lives. It 
will be interesting to her what she has 
to say.” ; 
Tanigochi will read a section 
from her book and answer questions 
that those present may have. The 
books will be for sale at the reading 
and in the bookstore for about $15. 
Tanigochi will be available to sign 
the book after the reading. 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 


1 __ Paulo, Brazil 


4 Mimic 


7 Casual matriarch 


10 Hanoi holiday 

13 Golfer Ernie 

14 Ho or Pardo 

15 Fruit juice drink 

16 Gabor sister 

17 Paving 
substance 

19 Kinder 


21 Makes complete 


again 

23 Slit 

25 Christmas 
employees 


28 Affectedly shy to 


the max 

29 Slender nail 

31 Elev. 

32 Audition 

33 Needle case 

35 Hair-raising 

37 Gratifying 

40 Cost 

43 Sets up 

44 Norwegian 
capital 

48 Long, long time 

+ 49 Automobile 

pioneer 

51 Second of two 
mentioned 

53 Team back up 
again 

55 Get too thin 

57 Wrong date 

59 Envision” 

61 Leftover 

64 Abbr. fora 
business 

65 Novelist Kesey 

66 Elver’s parent 

67 This minute! 

68 Acquired 

69 TV spots 

70 Parched 

71 Bway theater 
sign 


DOWN 
1 Bering or Ross 
2 Gore and Hirt 
3 Fish-eating 
hawks 
4 Adjusts to fit 
5 Contaminated 
6 Keyboard key 
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7 Three travelers 
of yore 
8 Port on the 
Black Sea 
9 Mossbunker 
10 1962 satellite 
11 Night before 
12 Black goo 
18 Apostate 
20 X on a sundial 
22 Medicated spray 
device 
23 Dramatic division 
24 “William Wilson” 
author 
26 Ring king 
27 Sault __ Marie 


Solutions 


Send "em OFF ANYWHERE 
5 NORTH 


ba feed bd 


30 ‘The Avengers” [V|[A|3| 
star Diana 

34 Chance to play 

36 Conceit ; 

38 Lincoln's location 47 Product to mine 

39 Hawaiian, e.g. 90 Handled the 

40 RPM part intros 

41 Fish eggs 52 With venom 

42 Tissue necrosis 94 Wee hour 

45 Pollen producers, 56 Bellowed like 

46 Tennis do-over Bossy 


58 Egg producers 

59 High-fiber fruit 

60 Lennon’s 
lover 

62 Postal motto 
word 

63 A couple 
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The work of Ansel Adams lives on 


One life as seen through 
a lens continues to inspire 
art and nature lovers 


By ANDREW WAHL 
Environmental Editor 


Have you ever taken a picture of some land- 
scape you loved, looked at it afterward and 
thought, “Wow, that’s not really what it looked 
like”? If you have, than you probably shouldn’t 
check out “Ansel Adams: 400 Photographs,” 
due out this October, because you will be jeal- 
ous of the awe-inspiring, majestic and other- 
worldly images this world-renowned photogra- 
pher has produced over the course of his career. 
Or maybe you should check it out, because it 
will be the largest collection, in one single pub- 
lication, of the artist’s greatest work. 

Unfortunately, Ansel Adams is dead now, 
but his work lives on and continues to inspire. 
NECC professor Lance Hidy, who worked with 
Adams on the design and layout of his book 
“Yosemite and the Range of Light,” published 
in 1979, also had a major hand in the design of 
this newest book. 

For the new book, Hidy worked closely 
with editor Andrea Stillman, who is “consid- 
ered to be the foremost authority on the photog- 
rapher’s work” said Hidy. 

According to Hidy, Stillman worked with 
Adams for nearly 10 years and has continued, 
after his death in 1984, to lecture on and curate 
collections of Adams’ work. 

Hidy did everything from design the layout, 
pick font types and arrange the sequences of 
images to oversee the production that this type 
of artist-driven publication requires. 

“We tried to keep a general chronology (of 
the works included in the book) but’ had to 
depart from it occasionally to fit the images 
appropriately.” Hidy said. 

Hidy explained that “designing art books 
requires several stages of production.” He relat- 
ed the finished product of such a publication to 
music. Hidy also said that this method of pro- 
duction is “an approach that’grew out of exhibi- 


ANSEL ADAMS 


A400 PHOTOGRAPHS. 
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The largest collection of Ansel Adams photographs ever published. 


tion planning.” ‘ 

The pieces of Adams’ work that will be 
included span the better part of his career, from 
his first picture that he took at age 14, all the 
way until 1968. Hidy said that this was the peri- 
od of time that Adams produced his most 
notable photographs. 

There have been many books published on 
the photographer’s prints, some official, and 
some that could be considered unofficial. What 
makes this an “official” publication is that the 
Ansel Adams Trust approved the publication — 
which is represented with an official seal on the 
publication itself — and has an agreement with 
the Little, Brown Publishing company to over- 
see the reproduction of the prints, to ensure that 
the printing is held to the highest possible stan- 
dard. “It’s really a top-notch printing” Hidy 
said. 

Hidy says that one of the greatest things 


about this book is the price and availability. The 
book itself will be priced at $40 dollars. A pret- 
ty good price considering the work, time and 
resources that went into the design and produc- 
tion. The book itself measures 8 inches by 10 
inches, and contains 440 pages of prints and 
some text. 

Hidy said, “the book was produced in Duo- 
Tone; one in gray and one in black, which gives 
a richer gray scale.” 

And you'll be able to find it in pretty much 
any bookstore. Hidy predicts, “It’s going to be 
a major book of the season.” —- 

Hidy said that at the age of 14, Adams fell in 
love with Yosemite National Park. He explained 
that Adams’ parents let him spend his summers 
in the woods with a couple who taught him all 
about the ways of the woods, from basic woods- 
manship to low impact camping. 

Nature was a constant theme in Adams’ life. 


Hidy said, “Ansel never went to college, he just 
spent time in the woods with his camera and 
friends.” Adams “managed to figure out a way 
to make a career out of it.” 

In a lecture that Hidy gave last spring dur- 
ing the NECC Green Weeks, Hidy told the 
audience that for Adams, “the outdoors was his 
college, his university.” 

One of the larger projects that Adams 
undertook was a commission from the U.S. 
Department of the Interior to take and group 
photos of America’s National Parks and 
seashores together. Everywhere from Yosemite 
National Park in California to Acadia National 
Park on the rugged coast of Maine was cata- 
logued through the lens of Ansel Adams, and to 
this day stands as one of the greatest testaments 
to our countries majestic land. 

As for Hidy himself, this is the kind of 
artistic project that he really takes to. He has — 
some experience with commercial publishing, 
but prefers this kind of work. Work that is more 
for the soul than it is for the wallet. 

“T chose to go into book design because I 
am attracted to the educational aspect,” Hidy ~ 
said. Hidy’s father was, and is, a huge inspira- 
tion to him. His father lost his job after the farm 
he worked on went bankrupt. After that, he 
went on to pursue his love of fly-fishing and 
eventually wrote a book titled “The Art of 
Tying the Wet Fly,” published in 1941, which 
was the result of -a blossomed relationship 
between the elder Hidy and a German fly fish- 
erman, James Leisenring, who had some 
award-winning (or “keeper”-sized) secrets that 
most fishermen would kill for. It was Hidy’s 
father who was entrusted to pass the secret on 
after the German fisherman passed away him- 
self. Like Adams, Hidy’s father’s love of nature 
was a constant theme in life. ; 

The work that Hidy has put into “Ansel 
Adams: 400 Photographs,” speaks to his beliefs 
in the beauty of the outdoors, and in teaching 
and passing on precious works of art and 
images such as Adams’ prints, for everyone and 
especially the younger generations to be 
inspired by. 

Hidy doesn’t do this work for the money, 
nor does he teach here for the money. “I love 
this school,” he said. 


Industry waging defense of biofuels 


Biofuels: a cleaner 
fuel, but are they 
hurting how we live? 


By BirLL LAMRECHT 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
(MCT) 


WASHINGTON -— Already this 
year, ethanol has been blamed for 
more expensive Easter eggs, dying 
shrimp along the Louisiana coast- 
line and costlier milk in school 
lunches. 


Germans curse biofuels for 


higher beer costs. In Italy, consumer 
advocates organized a pasta boycott 
last week, complaining that pasta 
prices have soared because farmers 
grow crops for fuel, not food. 

Minnesota bloggers even 
blamed the I-35 bridge collapse on 
ethanol, arguing that government 
money should have gone to bridge 
repair rather than ethanol subsi- 
dies. 

Now, with huge new benefits for 
ethanol pending in Congress, the 
industry and its allies are waging an 
offensive against detractors. A group 
in Miami intends to go so far as to 


train and dispatch “certified biofuels 
educators” across the country. 

“The biofuels picture isn’t per- 
fect. There are certainly flaws in it, 
and the nation seems to be focusing 
on those flaws right now,” said Rick 


‘Tolman, CEO of the National Corn 


Growers Association, which has its 
headquarters in St. Louis. 

The twin messages that Tolman 
wants to convey in new videos and 
updated studies is 
that a grocery trip 
costs more now pri- 
marily because of 
higher energy prices 
and that farmers are 
doing a better job 
with chemicals and 
fertilizers. 

Similarly, an 
alliance calling itself 
the Clean Fuels 
Development Coalition last week 
distributed a new Ethanol Fact Book 
arguing that “we can have both food 
and fuel, and more of both, thanks to 
ethanol production.” 

“For years we were criticized for 
having cheap corn that was encour- 
aging obesity,” Tom Buis, president 
of the National Farmers Union, said 
at a news conference. “And then this 


last year when corn got to $4 (per 
bushel), it switched to ‘you’re caus- 
ing people to starve around the 
world.’” 

The agribusiness interests see 
spreading these messages as vital 
with Congress about to decide 
whether to give fast-growing biofu- 
els a new supercharger by requiring 
that the nation use 36 billion gallons 
yearly by 2022 — 15 billion gallons 


ee 


People are feeling threatened and 
pushing back hard. But biofuels still 
meet the test of getting us partway to 
our goals. 
— Rick Tolman 


from corn. That is six times what is 
used today. Next in the schedule: the 
Senate and House appoint members 
to decide whether the Senate- 
passed, 36 billion-gallon mandate 
survives. 

Critics want the ear of Congress, 
too. 

In a report last week called 
Trouble Downstream, the 


Washington-based Environmental 
Working Group and its allies mined 
government records to find that 
nearly 2 billion tons of soil gets 
eroded each year — and with it 
nitrate pollution choking rivers and 
streams on the way to creating a vast 
swath of “dead zone” in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The problem will only worsen 
with more corn planted for ethanol, 
the report con- 
tended, and there- 
fore Washington 
needs to enforce 
existing rules 


vation in return 
for crop  subsi- 
dies. 

This weekend 
in Washington, 
dozens of experts 
from 16 countries planned a strategy 
session and “teach-in” a la the 1960s 
carrying a message that agro-fuels is 
a dangerous diversion from the fight 
against global warming. — 

One participant, University of 
California engineering professor 
Tadeusz Patzek, argued Friday that 
energy savings from ethanol won’t 
be sufficient to prepare for dramatic 


requiring conser- — 


oil and carbon reductions forced on 
the United States in coming years. 

Replied the Corn Growers’ 
Tolman: “People are feeling threat- 
ened and pushing back hard. But 
biofuels still meet the test of getting 
us partway to our goals.” 

- Meanwhile, a non-profit group 
called the American Biofuels 
Council intends to organize for the 
information war in a big way —-with 
so-called certified biofuels educa- 
tors that train for brief periods in 
Miami after courses at home. 

Council founder and executive 
director Sean O’Hanlon, who 
announced the program last week, 
said his group intends to have 500 
people trained and certified within a 
year for meetings with schools, city — 
councils, legislatures and any group 
wanting to learn about renewable 
fuels. 

He acknowledged that there will 
be an as-yet unspecified training fee 
for materials and that no university 
or government agency has provided 
accreditation. 

“There’s a jihad going on 
against ethanol ight now,” 
O’Hanlon said. “I looked around 
and saw that nobody was doing 
this.” 


|| Wear what you want, 
dont be held back 


by fear 


| BY SHALIMAR QUILES 
| Contributing Reporter 


$$ $$. 


Ever kicked off your red pumps 
| and traded them for flip-flops right 
: before leaving home because you felt 
| like you were “forcing” it? Though 

you consciously know the shoes are 
|| perfect for the outfit, you still turn 
\ around to question your appearance 

and how others will perceive you by 

it. Perhaps too dressy? Red too bold? 
|| Or maybe the whole look just isn’t 
| working? 
_ The desire to achieve a look 
| that’s more casual because of how 
people may identify you is referred to 
| as the “Sloppy Syndrome” in the 
| September issue of Vogue magazine, 
| a woman’s guide to the heavens of 
fashion. 3 

_ It is a syndrome that is prone to 
women of all ages, and, though its 
exact cause is unknown, the key 
question still arises: “Is it a form of 
self-expression or an issue of self- 
esteem?” m4 

Jean Hanff Korelitz, author of 

“The Sloppy Syndrome,” tries to 
highlight the issues that have 
restrained women for so long from 
dressing up. I mean...did you really 
want to wear the flip-flops over the 


pumps? 


ARIES (March 21- 
oS April 20) Group events 
and last minute invita- 
Aries tions are this week com- 
| - plicated but rewarding. 
After Monday, expect friends and 
lovers to publicly compete for your 
attention. Be patient, however: over 
the next six days, diplomacy will be 
- needed to resolve minor disputes. or 
triangles. Long-term social loyalties 
versus new friendships are accented: 
make sure others understand your 
goals, comments and daily obliga- 
tions. Later this week, watch 
finances: overspending may soon 
prove problematic. 


_ TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Money plans will 
Taurus soon simplify. After sever- 
al weeks of scattered pri- 
orities, a new era of focus and deter- 
mination begins. Use this. time to 
streamline time schedules, discuss 
large investments or finalize home 
repairs. Your estimations are accu- 
rate. Taureans born between 1968 
and 1981 will also experience a pow- 
erful wave of romantic attraction, 
revitalized passion and social ambi- 
tion. Don't hold back: this is the right 
time to redefine relationships and 
expand your social circle. 


GEMINI (May 21- 

June 21) A unique intro- 

Gemini duction may captivate 
your imagination over the 

next few days. Some Geminis will 
now steadily expand their emotional 
lives or recapture lost feelings of 
social belonging. New friendships 
are genuine: respond quickly to all 
invitations. After Wednesday, pay 
attention to the observations of rela- 


Dare to wear the red pumps. 


“We are old enough to know bet- 


ter, smart enough to act and dress our - 


age, and capable of spending money 
on clothes,” Korelitz writes. 

Still though, women repress their 
right to fashion and expression for 
fear of rejection and fear of attention. 
Unless of course, they are really just 


tives or insights of trusted col- 
leagues. A previously silent co-work- 
er may soon offer a passionate invita- 
tion or reveal a private attraction. Go 
slow: tensions may quickly escalate. 


CANCER (June 22- 


; fe > July 22) Yesterday's busi- 
Qo ness alliances will now be 
Cancer strengthened. Before 

mid-week, take extra 


time to discuss delicate workplace 


politics with co-workers or partners.’ 


Common priorities are worthwhile 
and will soon be established by older 
colleagues. Remain open to revised 
roles. Thursday through Saturday 
accents subtle breakthroughs 


- between friends and new emotional 


boundaries in family relationships. 
Let others express their deepest feel- 
ings before offering an opinion: all is 
well. 


Sd, 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Early this week, some- 
one close may discuss pri- 
vate events, broken prom- 
ises or failed relationships. If so, 
offer empathy but encourage new 
ideas: loved ones may need to 
resolve past disappointments before 
committing to the present. Share 
‘your opinions and expect an honest 
Tesponse: progress will soon be 
undeniable. After Thursday, a col- 
league from the past may reappear 
and demand completed records or 
written documents. Stay alert: small 

details are vital. 

Vigo tions are fast-paced and 

emotionally demanding 


this week. Temporarily revised duties 
may prove unmanageable before 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) Business rela- 


that boring! But the key question 
breaks things down further as it 
opens up spaces for insecurities. 
Korelitz believes that this issue was 
brought about by how female cir- 
cumstances were years ago. But 
today women have built and climbed 
the professional ladder in most all 


mid-week: expect new colleagues to 
request added assistance and bold 
commitments. After Friday, a trusted 
friend or close relative may provide 
unique insights into family decisions. 
A recent wave of financial mistakes 
or minor home disputes will now 
abruptly end: watch for complex 
announcements, revised deadlines 
and new promises. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
Q 23) Over the next few 
“days, friends and lovers 
Libra may ask subtle questions 
and expect detailed answers. Areas 
affected are yesterday's romantic 
promises, social planning or future 
home goals. For many Librans, pre- 
dictability is now a top priority: offer 
reassurance and consistent informa- 
tion. Thursday through Saturday, 
workplace politics may be briefly 
complicated with inaccurate facts, 
rumors or speculation. Teams assign- 
ments, although controversial, will 
remain unchanged: remain neutral. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 

Wi, Noy. 22) Renovations, 
4» home decisions and minor 

», finances are now high- 
seit lighted. Some Scorpios 
will soon expand their daily lifestyles 
or family expectations. If so, expect 


‘complex discussions and new pro- 


posals in the coming weeks. Be flex- 
ible: creative suggestions are unusual 
but worthwhile. After Wednesday, 
watch for business alliances or work 
loyalties to shift. Older colleagues 
may offer unique short-term solu- 
tions or publicly challenge authority. 
Stay detached: tempers may flare. 


_ Fearless fashion ... and me? 


WR LYS 
MCT Campus photo 


industries, so why is this still an 
issue? 

Korelitz asked Julia Temple, a 
psychiatrist in Princeton, N.J. why so 
many women “balk at the prospect of 
looking as if they’ve made an extra 
effort to look like grown ups” and in 
turn, Temple replied, “I see women 


SAGITTARIUS 

(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Long- 
term romance is pleasing 
‘envius Ad seductive this week. 
ee Rekindled passions will 
soon provide new opportunities for 
emotional growth. Some Sagittarians 
may also experience the return of an 
old lover or distant friend. Opt to 
avoid repeated patterns: expectations 
and emotional demands may be too 
high. Friday through Sunday accent 
important family discussions. 
Revised home roles and renewed 
agreements will soon offer a valuable 
new beginning: listen closely to sug- 


gestions. 
rs 22-Jan. 20) Employment 
negotiations will work to 
Capricort your advantage over the 
next eight days. After 
Monday, study the subtle comments 
or suggestions of authority figures. 
At present new job placements or 
unique promotions may be on the 
agenda. Discuss all plans with loved 
ones and ask for honest advice. After 
Wednesday, social proposals will 
steadily increase: expect new friends 
and trusted companions to compete 
for your time, attention and loyalty. A 
demanding week: stay balanced. 


a 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
WAY Feb. 19) Social confi- 
dence now attracts poten- 

Aquari#s tial lovers. Over the next 
eight days, flirtation in 

business relationships or workplace 
attractions may be unsettling. 
Carefully consider all invitations. 
New passions will be brief but com- 
pelling: pace yourself and expect 
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who may not even realize they’re 
avoiding looking their best.” 

We live in a time where public 
opinion heavily affects our daily 
lives. Our right to express ourselves 
through clothing is blinded by how 
people will feel. about us. Though 
fashion is just an art whose creators 
become the individuals themselves, 
most rather disregard the whole con- 
cept and “play it safe.” 

But it’s time to let go! This fall’s 
fashion trends mark the point of new 
beginnings for women of all ages. 
Looking good is a right! And a shame 
that most women don’t care to attain 
this level of aggression. 

Whether it be insecurities or just 
lack of “fashion common sense” a 
fearless walk into your Closet and 
back out will build a level of esteem 
that will only enhance your look. 

And of course, when in doubt, 
pick up a magazine! Many ‘stores 
pride themselves in being able to 
provide their customers with the lat- 
est trends at an affordable price, 
which is an important factor for col- 
lege students! Cut out some sec- 
tions and simply stick them in your 
purse for the next time you hit the 
mall. 

So the next time you step out of 
your home and try to turn around 
because you feel “too dressed up,” 
think about the initial impact you 
will have on others around you, 
-your level of confidence as you 
walk through the halls, and of 
course, what you are going to fol- 
low through with tomorrow! As 
Sarah Jessica Parker says, “Fashion 
is a RIGHT, not a LUXURY!” 


emotional reversal. Later this week, 
many Aquarians will encounter a rare 
family or social power struggle. 
React with sensitivity: at present, pri- 
vate agendas or hidden alliances may 
strongly influence friends, lovers or 
relatives. 


Ht 


Pisces 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Family discus- 
sions are this week posi- 
tive and rewarding. 
Previously silent loved 
ones may now provide a detailed 
description of their long-term needs. 
For many Pisceans, several weeks of 
misinformation will now fade: 
expect newly revealed plans, fast 
home changes or revised goals. After 
Thursday, a close friend may reveal 
unexpected travel plans, unique 
romantic decisions or a dramatic 
change of lifestyle. Listen and offer 
support: change, although disquiet- 
ing, is healthy. 


If your birthday is this week: 
Social relations may soon experience a 
brief but intense phase of emotional 
conflict. Before Oct. 11, expect long- 
term friends to ask for more access to 
your personal life or family decisions. 
Slowly allow key relationships to 
expand. Much of the coming year will 
usher in new levels of intimacy and 
social involvement. Set firm bound- 
aries and stay focused on shared val- 
ues. After Dec. 17, business officials 
may restructure work routines or estab- 
lish controversial policies. Trust your 
instincts and, by mid-January, offer a 
firm response: authority figures will 
soon adopt your ideas, suggestions or 
ambitions. After March 3, an 11-month 
phase of rapid business expansion and 
vital financial decisions begins. (c) 
2007, Tribune Media Services Inc. 
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Bowyer takes 


Clint Bowyer led 
much of the 300 laps 
on the way to his win 


By DAwSOoN LAZDOWSKI 
Contributing Reporter 


Seemingly luckless Clint 
Bowyer won easily at Sunday’s 
Sylvania 300 at New Hampshire 
International Speedway in Louden, 
N.H. 

Without a single NASCAR 
win, Bowyer led 221 of 300 laps, 
giving him his first Nextel Cup vic- 
tory. 

Bowyer who has never fin- 
ished a race better than third, start- 
ed in the pole position and quickly 
commanded the lead. Bowyer easi- 
ly led Jeff Gordon and Tony 
Stewart with what was probably 
the best car of the day. With victo- 
ry in sight, the 28-year--old Kansas 
native grew frustrated and acutely 
aware that his car was tightening 
up. 

The Richard Childress crew 
urged Bowyer to relax; even team 
member Kevin Harvick relayed a 
message to slow down and not pass 
anyone on the last lap, as he was a 
full six seconds ahead of Gordon. 

“Tm not going to kid you, I 
was about to throw up on those last 
30 laps,” Bowyer said in the victo- 
ry lane. “What was funny, I was 
starting to feel a vibration but I 
don’t know what it was. It was you 
just you hear every rattle, banging 
and everybody — I was watching up 
ahead hoping, praying that nobody 
crashed. So thankfully the cau- 
tions didn’t come and we kept it 
out front.” 


I’m not going to kid 
you, I was about to 
throw up on those 
last 30. 

— Clint Bowyer 


Gordon came in second fol- 
lowed by Stewart, Kyle Busch, 
Martin Truex Jr., Jimmie Johnson 
and Matt Kenseth as chase drivers 
rounded out the top seven spots. 
Johnson and Gordon are currently 
tied for points, but Stewart and 
Bowyer are only 10 and 15 points 
behind the leaders. 

Bowyer was never considered a 
contender in the series but today’s 
win gives him a realistic shot at the 
championship. Even Gordon said, 
“If you’re going to win the first 
one of the year, that’s the time to 
do it. ... I think everyone is happy 
for Clint. When we were up in New 
York, it seemed like everyone was 
like ‘Clint Bowyer, he doesn’t have 
a shot at the championship.’ ... I 
think Sunday was a real statement 
for him and I think it proves that 
anybody in the top 12 can win this 
championship.” 

Of the 43 cars that started the 
race all 43 managed to finish. But 
the race was not without incident. 
The 1.058 oval proved to be on the 
slippery side for NASCAR’s new 
Car of Tomorrow. The addition of 
1.5-inch sway bars were trouble- 
some especially in Turn 3, where 
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Clint Bowyer makes his way toward the pack to take the lead at Loudon and 


win the race. 


the left front of the cars kept riding 
up higher than usual. 

Flat tires weren’t uncommon 
and some were wondering why. 
But despite problems the race went 


off well. 

With nine more races in the 
schedule, it will be interesting to 
see if the top contenders can con- 
tinue their dominance, and how 


much of an effect the Car of 
Tomorrow will factor into their 
success at next Sunday’s race in 
Dover, Del. I guess we will find out — 
what happens once the race begins. 


Yanks take 2 out of 3 from Sox 


Jeter hits a 3-+un homer. 


Getty Images photo 


——s 23 | 


By JOE TERLIKOSKY 
Sports Editor 


For the last time this season the 
Yankees and ‘Red Sox met up for a’ 
three-game series at Fenway Park. 
The Yankees took it two games to 
one and pulled within 4 1/2 games in 
the American League East with just 
about two weeks left in the regular 
season. 

The Sox, who led the Yankees by 
as much as 14 games back in May, 
now see the Yanks right behind them, 
but it may be a little too late for New 
York. New York has a two and a half 
game lead in the Wild Card and 
would qualify for the playoffs with 
the Angels, Indians and Red Sox if 
the season ended today. 

In Game 1, Pettitte faced off 
against Dice-K in one of the most 
exciting game in the series. Neither 
pitcher had it going on as the Sox 
and Yanks made them pitch and get 
into the bullpen early. That proved 
costly for the Sox. With the score 7- 
1 in the eighth, the Sox appeared to 
have the game with the unhittable 
Okajima and Papelbon set for the 
ninth. But that wasn’t the case, as the 
Bombers plated six in the eighth to 
tie the game with home runs from 
Jason Giambi and Robinson Cano. 
Then they found a way to spell 
Papelbon with a run on an A-Rod 
single to give them the lead and the 


game, 8-7. 

In Game 2, two potential Cy 
Young candidates squared off. Josh 
Beckett and Chien Ming Wang 
dueled in the first few innings but 
Wang lost his pitches and the Sox 
started scoring off him easily, while 
Beckett continued to dominate with 
his overpowering stuff. In Wang’s 
ugly performance he still managed to 
make headlines when he hit Kevin 
Youkilis in the wrist and caused him 
to leave the game. The Sox had their 
own shot when the 230-pound 
Hinske plowed over Jorge Posada 
when he was blocking the plate. 
From then it continued, as the Sox 
bats abused Yankee pitching on their 
way to a 10-1 win. So the series was 
tied at 1, and the game was on to 
Clemens versus Schilling. 

Four or five years ago you may 
have slated this to be a pitchers’ duel. 
The last time these two met was 
Game 7 of the 2001 World Series in 
which they both pitched gems and 
made for one of the greatest games in 
Series history. However, that was 
then and this is now. Now Schilling is 
in a Red Sox uniform and the Rocket 
has made his loud return to the 
Bronx. Now their combined age is 86 
and both have not been performing 
like they had in the past. 

The Sox struck first in the first 
with an RBI single by Mike Lowell 
to make the score 1-0. It was an 
unearned run though, because of a 


Johnny Damon error in left field. 
Clemens settled down and pitched 
stellar through six. Shilling was even 
better though, locating his fastball 
and shutting down the Yanks through 
seven with just one blemish on the 
Cano home run. That made the game 
1-1 in-the eighth, where the Yanks © 
bats woke up with a single and a dou- 
ble by Mientkiwicz and Giambi. 
With two outs and two strikes on, 
Jeter, the captain,, launched a three- 
run shot over the monster that made 
the game 4-1. Chamberlain gave up 
the first run of his career in the bot- 
tom of the eighth on a home run by 
Mike Lowell. Rivera pitched the 
ninth and made it interesting, giving 
up a run on a Lugo double and load- 
ing the bases for Big Papi, only to 
have him pop up to Jeter to end the 
game. 

“Tt’s always scary when Ortiz is 
up when the bases are loaded,” Ae 
said. 

So maybe this was the last time 

this two rivals will face off this year. 
The Yankees may not even make the 
playoffs. But as we all know, if these 
two teams do what they are capable 
of doing, they will face off in the 
ALCS and determine who will play 
in the World Series. 
_ But we will have to see, because 
October is near and the Fall Classic is 
coming. Nothing would compare to 
another Sox-Yanks series with the 
Championship on the line. 
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Knights play ball 


The Knights begin to 


| scrimmage and 


evaluate new talent 


| By JOE TERLIKOSKY 


| Sports Editor 


| 
Now that the leaves have change 


i and the temperature has dropped a bit 


| over the last few weeks, baseball sea- 


_ son has begun here at NECC. 


The Knights version of spring 


' training has brought out 43 new play- 


ers to begin to compete for the team 
and the regular season, which begins 
‘in the spring. This marks the begin- 
ning of a year-long practice and work 


| for the coaches and the players to see 
| who will be playing once the games 


count. 
Over the weekend the Knights 


played some scrimmages against 


UMass Lowell. Both games went 


' well for the Knights. 


“This is our best chance to eval- 


| uate the talent, especially the new 
| players,” 
McDonald said. The new year for 


assistant. coach Ray 


Haverhill native Carlos Pena is ~ 


having a breakthrough season as first 
baseman for the Tampa Bay Devil 
Rays. ; 
After being tossed around the 
league for six years, Pena has finally 
found success playing in Florida. The 
Northeastern University graduate is 
second in the American League — 
only to Alex Rodriguez — in home 
tuns, hitting 39 (more than Manny 


_ Ramirez and David Ortiz). 


Pena is second in the league in 
slugging percentage at .616 percent, 


| also behind Rodriguez. He’s fourth in 


the league in RBIs, knocking in 109 
runs while hitting a solid .279 aver- 
age. 
The 6-foot-2-inch 29-year-old 
lefty has played for six different 
clubs including the Texas Rangers, 
the Detroit Tigers, the Oakland 
Athletics, the Yankees minor 
league system, a very brief stint 
with the Boston Red Sox last sea- 
son (18 games) and now the Devil 
Rays. 

Pena was 


drafted by the 


_ Rangers in the 1998 amateur draft, 
| traded to the Athletics in 2001 then 
the Tigers in 2002. He struggled his 


first few seasons and found himself 
being shuffled back and fourth 
through the majors and minors. 
After a disappointing season and 
spring training with the Tigers, 
Detroit dropped him from the squad 
in March 2006. Pena was then 
picked up by the New York Yankees 
minor league club, the Columbus 
Clippers. . 

After playing with them for a few 
months, Pena exercised his contract 
option, making himself a free agent. 
The Red Sox signed Pena on Aug. 
16, 2006 for the remainder of the sea- 
son, but declined resigning him for 
2007. 

On Feb. 1, Pena signed a deal 


the team means new players and 
faces that the coaching staff must 
learn about. It seems that their 
coaching and talent has been great 
over the years with the recent cham- 
pionships. 

It shows how great the talent has 
been recently. Some players: have 
gone on to four-year schools, and 
others have even been drafted and 
scouted by Major League teams. The 
last few years the Knights have com- 
piled a 37-6 record. The Knights 
have some returning starters from 
the championship team, including 
J.T. Leary and Matt Hogan, who 
were two of their top hitters last 
year. 

They are just two of the seven 
returning men from last year, but that 
doesn’t mean they will be automati- 
cally starting and playing every da 
in the spring. : 

“Every year you have to win your 
position on the field,” McDonald 
said. “This isn’t like a four-year 
school — each year there is a lot of 
different talent coming in and we 
have to be ready for it and make 
changes if need be.” 

Haverhill High standout Miguel 
Soto has been hitting the ball very 
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Alex Rodriguez, who 


is first in home runs, 
makes over 33 times 
the amount of Carlos 
Pena, who is second 
in home runs. 


with the Tampa Bay Devil Rays. 
After originally not making the 
major league roster out of spring 
training, Pena was planning on 
playing for Tampa’s minor league 
team. 

Then, on the last day of spring 
training, designated hitter Greg 
Norton suffered a knee injuring leav- 
ing one available roster spot open. 


well lately. He could get his way into 
the starting lineup. There is also a 
hole at the catching position where 
they lost their two starters from last 
year. Now they have five new players 
fighting to be the man behind the 
plate. 

With NECC being a two-year 
school and convenient for a lot of 
people, it gives them an alternative 
from going away to school. It gives 
them a chance to be close to home, 
play baseball, and get an education. 
That last one is the most important 
here, though. The coaches like to 

«make sure the student athletes are in 
class and doing well when they are 
away from the baseball field. 

Coach Kerry Quinlan holds 
meetings where the players get a 
chance to do their school work, 
which is a good way to keep in touch 
and see how they are doing in their 
classes. 

Quinlan likes his players to do 

well in the classroom as well as the 
baseball diamond. It creates an equal 
playing field for the players. 
With a new backstop here 
at the Knights ball field and a new 
season on the brink things look as 
good for the upcoming season. 


‘Carlos Pena is having a 
breakthrough season 


By PATRICK WHOLLEY 
_ Contributing Reporter’ 
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Courtesy photo 
Haverhill native Carlos Pena is congratulated after 
one of many record-setting hits this season with the 
Tampa Bay Devil Rays. 


Pena won the first baseman job and 
has been there ever since. 

He has surpassed all expectations 
and looks to only be getting better. 
He has set the Devil Rays franchise 
home-run record (39), and has set 
personal career highs in hits, doubles, 
RBIs, walks, on-base percentage and 
home runs. 

Pena’s one-year deal, worth 
$800,000 is a bargain for the produc- 
tion he has been pouring in. As a mat- 
ter of fact, Yankees third baseman 
Alex Rodriguez, who is first in home 
runs, makes over 33 times the 
amount of Pena, who is second in 
home runs. 

Rodriguez’s $27 million a year is 
actually more than the whole Tampa 
Bay team makes combined.One 
thing for sure is that this 
Thanksgiving, the Pena family will 
be feasting on a fat, juicy turkey, 
because most likely he will be 
rewarded with a big contract. 
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Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. Who won the NFL 
MVP Award last 
year? | 


2. How many career |~ 
TDs does Randy 
Moss have? 


3. Who was the San 
Diego Chargers 
Quarterback before 
Philip Rivers? 


4. What Patriot play- |. 
er was suspended 


earlier this month 


for steroid use? 


5. Who were the < 
other two wide 
receivers the 
Patriots got this off- 
season? 
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Fall 2007 college activites fair 


On Sept. 12 from lla.m. to 
lp.m. in the afternoon NECC stu- 
dents got to participate in the bian- 
nual college fair. All of the college 
groups were out in force. Present 
at the event were the Chess Club, 
Christian Club; Parnassus, the 
Observer and many more. 

Both new students and grizzled 
veterans got a chance to get out 
and enjoy the nice weather. Spend 
time with friends and meet new 
people. In a small community col- 
lege such as this, it is ever impor- 
tant to remember that it is things 
like participating in clubs, groups 
and sports that really fill out the 
experience. 

Commuter students lose some- 
thing when they don’t take advan- 
tage of all that NECC has to offer. 


Students and faculty alike spent time getting to know each other in the very nice weather. 


So it was in this spirit that people 
came out. To make things even 
more interesting, student activities 
was running a raffle. 

Students needed only fill bingo 


cards with stickers by going 


around and meeting people at the 
different tables: Prizes included 
discounts on classes and a PDA. 

The promise of food didn’t hurt 
the crowds either. The event was 
professionally catered and featured 
a full menu of barbecue. 

Roaming around the fair was 
our school mascot, the NECC 
Knight, encouraging students to 
get involved. 

All in all, the event was a huge 
success and all of the clubs and 
groups on campus are expecting all 
new members. 


The NECC Knight was roaming 


around encouraging students. 


Barbecue brings students and faculty together. 


All photos by Opinion Editor Daniel Potocki 


